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eventually formed an anti-Japanese base of its own. The New
Army fought independently alongside the Eighth Route Army
till about two years ago when it was merged by agreement with
the forces of the Shensi-Suiyan liberated area. Shu Fan-ting,
Commander of the Army and an old liberal Kuomintang member,
is now Vice-Commander of the entire forces of the Shensi-Suiyan
liberated area which also include a part of Ho Lung's old Red
Army troops and Manchurian troops under Lu Ching-sou who
hoisted the banner of anti-Japanese resistance in Central Hopei
Province after the main body of the Manchurian troops retreated
and who joined the Eighth Route Army later. Yen Hsi-shan may
be used as a provocateur of civil war. Shansi is the only province
in which in the New Army the progressive elements managed to
develop their own army force.

THE C. C. CLIQUE

The C.C. clique is headed by the two Chen Brothers who
have feudal links with Chiang Kai-shek being nephews of his
original patron, General Chen Chi-nei, who kept Chiang for
several years when he was hard-up in Shanghai and had to make
a living as a minor broker at the Shanghai Cotton Market. They
came into prominence as Party organisers at the tune of the
1927 split when they set up a secret service to hunt down Com-
munists. They control the Organisation Board of the Party
^which controls all local Party organisers. Later they extended
their activities into education. The function of the C.C. clique
was to keep centralised control of all Party organisers down
to the lowest and to ferret out of position all suspects.

From the beginning the C.C. group faced the competition
of the Whampoa group who made strong efforts to extend their
influence from the military to the whole Party field. Chiang
however made use of each group. The C.C. group secret service
specialises in seeking out Communists who are underground and
in suppressing progressive student movements and so on. It
strives hard to prove that its secret service Js more efficient than
Tai Li's and thus to get the whole establishment into its own camp.
For the past two years however the division of powers between
the C.C. clique and the Whampoa clique has been more or less
stabilised. The C.C. clique is keeping the "Whampoa clique out
of the civil administration wherever possible and the
keeping the C.C. out of the army.